
 
LINK: the School of Education journal 
Learning – Innovating – Networking – Knowledge-building  

 
Submitting material for publication:   Notes of guidance for authors 
 
Q. What is LINK? 
 
LINK is a vehicle for making visible the research and scholarship undertaken by colleagues within and linked to 
the School of Education.  These include academics, professional staff, visiting lecturers and our partners in 
schools and other professional settings as well as current and past post-graduate students.  LINK aims to 
support contributors in developing confidence and skills in writing for publication whilst also exploring their 
developing professional voice.  Collaborative writing is strongly encouraged. 
 

The readership of LINK is intended to be academics and practitioners.  It aims to facilitate their contribution 
to what is understood about educational practice.   
 

The material presented in the journal is predominantly in written form.  However, the on-line nature of the 
journal also facilitates the presentation of non-written modes of communication including art-based works 
and video.   
 

We particularly encourage contributions by new writers.  It is envisaged that work published in this journal 
will be used to support practice and be subject to ongoing comment and critique by peers.  Authors will then, 
where appropriate, be encouraged to develop their contribution into material to be published in external, 
peer reviewed journals.   
 
Further details can be found at:  http://www.herts.ac.uk/link/about-link  

 

Q. What kind of material does LINK publish?  
 

The journal consists of two parts.  An indication of the type of material which it is appropriate to submit for 
each part, together with the criteria for publication, is given below. 
 
 

Material for inclusion in Part 1: Articles  
 

Description of material 
Material published in this section comprises articles which are well-developed works in progress.  The articles 
should be based in scholarly activity or research which colleagues have been recently engaged in.  The 
Editorial Board welcomes well-written and reader-friendly material.  
 
Criteria for publication 
 

Articles: 

• Are between 2,500-3,000 words in length excluding references 

• Appeal to educators and education practitioners/students/other audiences with whom you wish to 
use your work 

• Explore an area of practice or thinking into which you have developed insight  

• Are accessible to educational practitioners and students who are interested in developing their 
understanding and/or practice 

 

http://www.herts.ac.uk/link/about-link


 
 

• Have an abstract which summarises the argument of the article  

• Make use of the School of Education referencing protocols, based on the Harvard referencing system 

• Show scholarly potential for publication in a peer reviewed journal, an edited book or similar 
publication 

 
 

A tool for developing your article 
 

Articles will be written in a number of different formats as befits your style of writing and the topic of your 
study.  However, it may be useful to consider the prompts given below when planning your article. The order 
below should not be taken as necessarily indicative of where a consideration of these issues should appear 
in your article, although you may find it a useful starting point. 
 
1. Title of article 
 
2.  Abstract 

 
2. Introduce yourself 
Your name, your role in your organisation etc. 
 
3. Title of project 
What aspect of professional practice did you explore? 
 
4. What was the question/concern you started with? 
What did you want to improve/find out more about?   
 
Reference the literature if appropriate, using the School of Education referencing protocols, based on the 
Harvard referencing system 
 
5. What did you do? 
▪ What did you do? Give an account of your methodology and methods. 
▪ What was the scope of your project? e.g. Who were you working with - colleagues, students, others? 
▪ How did you plan for impact? 
▪ What kind of data or evidence did you collect and how? 
▪ How have you analysed this? 
 
6. What did you find out? 
▪ What were your findings? 
▪ What were the most important issues or themes that emerged? 
▪ What did you learn about your original concern/problem? 
 
Reference the literature if appropriate, using the School of Education referencing protocols, based on the 
Harvard referencing system 
 
6. What did you improve, change or learn? 
▪ What did you learn from what you found out? 
▪ What happened/what did you do because of what you learnt? 

 
Reference the literature if appropriate, using the School of Education referencing protocols, based on the 
Harvard referencing system 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
7. How are you going to use this to make a difference in the future? 
▪ How could this project be used to help to improve the practice of colleagues/students/others with whom 

you work?  
▪ What changes could it lead to?   
▪ What areas has it impacted on - your own professional learning and development, the professional 

learning and development of others, the work of your organisation? 
 
 
 

Material for inclusion in Part 2: Thought-pieces 
 
Description of material 
Material published in this section will comprise Thought-pieces which describe work in an early stage of 
development or work intended to be developed for publication in professional magazines. 
 
Criteria for publication 
Thought-pieces: 
 

• Are between 800-1,000 words in length excluding references 

• Appeal to educators/teachers/other educational practitioners/students/other audiences with whom 
you wish to use your work 

• Are accessible to educational practitioners and students who are interested in developing their 
understanding and/or practice 

• Stimulate the reader’s thinking 

• Make use of the School of Education referencing protocols, based on the Harvard referencing system 

• Are of a quality which is suitable for publication as a thought-piece 
 
You may wish to produce thought-pieces in written form or in multi-media form. 
 

 
Q. What is the timescale for submitting my article or thought-piece? 
 
A regular call for material will be sent out by the Editors with information on relevant timescales. 
 

 
Q. Is any support available to help me to produce my article or thought-piece? 
 

Some mentoring may be  available  to  support  you  in  developing  your  ideas  and  shaping  them  into  
your  final  piece. Please contact either Claire Dickerson j.e.c.dickerson@herts.ac.uk or Elizabeth White 
e.j.white@herts.ac.uk to discuss what mentoring might be available.   
 

Q. How should I submit my piece for consideration? 
 
Please email Denise Cove (d.cove@herts.ac.uk) as soon as you begin to write so that we know you are 
considering a submission.  Your final piece should also be submitted to Denise. 
 
 
We really hope that you enjoy developing your piece for LINK. 

Liz White (e.j.white@herts.ac.uk) and Philip Woods (p.a.woods@herts.ac.uk) 

Editors 
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