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Accelerate the transition 

to a fairer, greener and 

healthier transport 

system by mainstreaming 

the policies and ideas to 

deliver faster climate 

action and a nature 

recovery in a way that 

allows everyone to 

thrive



Transport isn’t working 

for people



People value public 

transport highly



… and they want to see 

investment in it



There is an urgent need 

to address transport 

emissions



But… those emissions 

are not shared fairly





How much people 

travel varies 

considerably



Who makes up those four groups? 



Policy interventions to reduce emissions



A JUST TRANSITION FOR 

RURAL SCOTLAND



There are not insignificant 

numbers of people 

without access to a car in 

Scotland



People living on the lowest 

incomes are least likely to have 

access to a car



Insights from the public

“I’m in a transport crisis. The cost 
of living has had a massive 
impact – rent has gone up, 

everything has gone up, I can’t 
cut back on anything else. On the 
car, my insurance premiums have 
gone up, maintenance has gone 

up, fuel has gone up. I feel priced 
out of owning a car, but I can’t 

afford the buses.”



Insights from the public
Insights from the public Recommendations

Getting around in 
rural Scotland

Driving for work EV and e-bike grant schemes

Buses and other public transport Bus franchising
Transport hubs, anchor towns and multimodal travel
Ensuring delivery of socially and economically necessary bus routes
Fare caps and passes for people living on low incomes

Active travel Active travel infrastructure within and between rural communities
Reduction of speed limits
EV and e-bike grants and loans

Meeting people 
where they are

Cost of living and the rural premium Income support for people living rurally

The mental load of living rurally Income support for people living rurally
Local public services
Transport hubs, anchor towns, multimodal travel

Shifting behaviours and attitudes Public engagement

Meaningful engagement and transparency Funding for local authorities, transport Scotland and regional transport 
authorities to carry out public engagement

Reflections on car use reduction initiatives Meaningful public engagement
Government strategy with a credible delivery plan that outlines how emissions 
reductions will be achieved in rural areas

Strategic 
approaches

Transport in the wider context Transport hubs, anchor towns, multimodal travel

Rural transport as a priority not an afterthought Government strategy with a credible delivery plan that outlines how emissions 
reductions will be achieved in rural areas



Action should be taken first by those who are most able to make changes: this includes people who are 
wealthy and/or live in cities, and people who make unnecessary car journeys.

People in positions of power (political, financial or otherwise) should lead the way: decision makers 
and businesses must be seen to be making changes to reduce their emissions.

Infrastructure first: for people to make changes, there need to be viable alternatives, and people need 
to feel that they have a choice which goes beyond just car ownership or buses. 

The aim should be to make the transport system fairer: this means that while some will have to reduce 
their car use, others will see their mobility increase. 

Engagement: the needs of people living in rural areas vary significantly, and those who will be impacted 
should have an opportunity for meaningful engagement. 

Affordability: public transport must be made more affordable to ensure it is accessible to those living 
on low incomes. 

Principles for action



Discussion questions – your thoughts on:

A national bus company

• Would serve to “derisk” 
franchising decisions Total transport authorities 

(TTAs)

• A consolidation and 
expansion of local 
transport authority powers

Network safeguards

• Statutory definition of 
socially and economically 
services
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