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Purchasing decisions have major socio-economic and environmental implications, both locally and 

globally, and so the University of Hertfordshire is committed to delivering a sustainable procurement 

function which can demonstrate value for money. The University aims to embed the principles of 

sustainable procurement into its business practices and ethos to ensure that its activities, products 

and services meet the diverse needs of students, the economy and society now and in the future. All 

staff involved in the procurement of goods and services within the University group will strive to 

achieve this through: 

 Enquiring whether a purchase is really necessary, with a view to reducing consumption 

 Liaising with procurement and environmental staff for advice on environmental issues relating 
to purchasing, which may include calling on the skills of our supplier base as necessary 

 Ensuring responsible and ethical procurement including economic, environmental and social 

factors are considered during tender and contract processes with a commitment to 

continually improve sustainable performance related to the supply chain 

 Ensuring that contractors and major suppliers comply with the Modern Slavery Act 2015 and 

all relevant environmental legislation 

 Ensuring that suppliers’ environmental credentials are, as far as legally practicable, considered 

in the suppliers’ appraisal process 

 Ensuring that appropriate consideration and weighting is given to the costs and benefits of 

environmentally preferable products and service alternatives and to understand local needs  

 Encouraging suppliers to actively promote good environmental awareness and practices  

 Educating suppliers and staff concerning the University’s sustainable objectives, which 
include: 

o Ensuring Compliance 
o Preventing pollution 
o Minimising waste 
o Preserving natural resources 
o Avoiding the use of conflict minerals  
o Promoting resource efficiency by eliminating, reducing, reusing and recycling 

 Encouraging the whole life cost approach to any goods and services to be purchased,   
including as a minimum:  

o Manufacture, delivery, installation; 
o “Buy-to-use” principle; 
o Operating costs including energy, water usage and maintenance; and 
o End of life costs including decommissioning and disposal 

 Wherever practical, giving preference to suppliers which demonstrate how they are reducing 

their environmental impact in order to inform the University’s Eco Campus Platinum (ISO 

14001) Environmental Management System 

Sustainability issues are considered in the purchasing of goods and services, contractors working 

on site, design of new buildings, renovation, maintenance of buildings and landscape 

management and cleaning. 

For further information please contact the procurement department on: 01707 284905. 


