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The challenge

A scaffolded approach

Example activities

Our experiences so far

Future developments

Constructing and 
collating

Brief building via 
Webfolio

Playful First Steps
Use of blogs to 

encourage visual 
analysis

Evaluative and 
Critical

Use of Webfolioto 
select, collect and 

manage information

Engaging with 
Media 

Audio-visual 
report 

submissions

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3/4

Use of videoconference 
tools to support 

international 
collaborative design 

activity

Use of Skype to 
support tutorial 

activity

Presentation overview
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The challenges for 
students

Large writing tasks are 
often challenging for 

art and design students

*HEFCE Special Initiative 1996-9 Project Report 'Dyslexia in HE Art & Design) Bull, 
Lebbon (2006) The Big Write 

What we want students 
to achieve

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
appreciate the relevance of 

dissertations and long 
reports to their professional 

context

Design students are often 
visual thinkers, more 

comfortable with sketching 
and mapping

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
perceive writing as creative

A high proportion of Art 
and Design students are 

Dyslexic*

Be adaptable 
communicators who 

recognise their 
audience

Be able to recognise 
and make use of 
online and digital 
tools to support 
critical thinking

Develop ability to 
communicate 

professionally and 
concisely

Engage with 
alternatives to the 
written document 

(digital literacies, e-
literacies).

The challenges and goals

Utilise online/digital 
tools to help manage 
and collate work and 

thoughts
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playful
first steps to critical and 

creative thinking, 
explorative and free-writing

evaluative
exploration of writing and 

referencing systems. 
Writing up research.
Collaborative writing

industry context
writing for the professional 

self (CVs, introductions, 
reflective writing in support 

of portfolio building)

self- promotion
individual management of 
writing for design research 

and portfolio 

client presentation
exhibition
formal documentation promotion

audience definition
how solutions are perceived
documentation
structured explanation

evidencing
revised brief and specification
research data
brief and initial spec
argument and debate
dialogue

reflection
free-writing
buzz word
ideastorming/ wallstorming
problem statement

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Small tasks and 
exercises 

embedded 
within design 

activity

Focused 
communicatio
n tasks focused 

around 
particular 

community of 
design practice

The Scaffold: communication and presentation within the curriculum
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Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

playful
First steps to critical and 

creative thinking, explorative 
and free-writing

evaluative
exploration of writing and 

referencing systems. 
Writing up research.
Collaborative writing

industry context
Writing for the professional 
ǎŜƭŦ ό/±ΩǎΣ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ 

reflective writing in support 
of portfolio building

promotion
Individual management of 
writing for design research 

and portfolio 

Short online reflective 
explorative and analytical 

tasks - with feedback

Reflective project 
diaries and summaries 
to support design work

Discursive 
annotation of 

design  drawings

Collaborative production of online design research summary (with annotated 
evidence file) to become basis for a design project. Supported byblogs 

(Complemented by poster summaries) 

BA (Hons)
Reflective/discursive 

design project portfolio 
and formal written 
summary of design 

activity 

Collation of PDP materials, portfolio, application letters, CVs etc.
Encouragement to use blogs for reflection and analytical discussion

MDes only
Research report with goal 
of producing an evidenced 

design brief and 
specification

Reflective and 
discursive project 
folios  andblogs 

The finalist conference-poster exhibition to run parallel with degree show 

The scaffold activities
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Blended learning tools

The CEPAD team have been encouraging students from an early 
stage of learning to frame and reinforce design arguments 
through blended learning techniques.

Studio-based design activities are combined with e-learning tools 
such as Pebblepad and Web.2 technologies to help record, select, 
manage and present design thinking

reflection

analysis
critical 
thinking
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At the first level of study we have offered small 
tasks to promote good writing practice and serve as 
building blocks to reinforce critical thinking and the 
development of arguments. 

ÅParagraph design
ÅDeveloping and validating an argument
ÅPeer review
ÅCritical thinking

playful first steps
Structuring an argument
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An expansion on paragraph building has 
involved the construction of a design brief and 
a specification. Pebblepad has enabled us to 
share customisable templates with students 
who can then develop them into their own 
detailed design briefs.

playful first steps
building an argument 
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The paragraph building exercise 
naturally builds into justification 
statements which support briefs and 
can be enriched with sketches, 
research images and hyper-links to 
other sources. This is the basis for 
developing properly argued reports

playful first steps
Justifyingan idea 
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The brief (in the form of a Webfolio) then can 
be evolved into a full project portfolio. As new 
information is generated/collected, it can be 
added.

Constructing and collating
collating research and design thinking
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The Webfoliocan then be used to present 
storyboards, galleries, encourage independent 
peer review.

Pebblepad assignments can be posted to a 
Gateway (that synchronously updates) 
ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǘǳǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ ΨŘǊƻǇ-ƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ 
review progress.

Art and design students do at times struggle 
with aspects of interface and the institutional 
nature of the tool.

Constructing and collating 
collating research and design thinking
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Paper-based approaches are 
considered valuable and often 
objects of beauty. However 
navigation and data can be difficult 
to manage for communication 
purposes.

Constructing and collating 
Paper-based approaches


